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A Spontaneous Construction

Analysis of the Architectural Design of the Jingdezhen Imperial Kiln Museum
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ABSTRACT The Imperial Kiln Museum can be

considered as a masterpiece in Zhu Pei's architectural
career, which also serves as a "worship" to the

"natural architecture" by the architect. Drawing on

the architect's path to natural architecture, the author
tries to analyze the Imperial Kiln Museum from the
opposites of the "nature"—site, space, language,
materials, construction and craftmanship, in order to
show the architect’s pursuit of natural processes in
response to the "natural architecture" advocated by
Zhu Pei's design practice in recent years.

KEY WORDS Imperial Kiln Museum; Natural and
Spontaneous Place; Space Language; Material;
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1. North-west view

2. Site plan

3. Location and context

4., Ruin site

5. Reconstructing Xujia traditional kiln by local craftsman

6. Aerial view
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Project name: Jingdezhen Imperial Kiln Museum

Location: Jingdezhen, Jiangxi, China
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Completion: 2020
Area: 10,370 m’

Structure: Reinforced concrete arch shell and brick arch

Architecture, Interior and Landscape Design: Studio Zhu-Pei

Cooperative design: Architectural Design and Research Institute of
Tsinghua University

Design in charge: Zhu Pei

Proactive criticism: Zhou Rong

Art consultant: Wang Mingxian, Li Xiangning

Design team: You Changchen, Han Mo, He Fan, Shuhei Nakamura,
Liu Ling, Wu Zhigang, Zhang Shun, Du Yang, Yang Shengchen,
Chen Yida, He Chenglong, Ding Xinyue

Structural, MEP and Green Building: Architectural Design and
Research Institute of Tsinghua University

Facade: Shenzhen Dadi Facade Technology CO., LTD.

Lighting: Ning Field Lighting Design CO., LTD.

Acoustic: Building Science & Technology Institute, Zhejiang
University

Client: Jingdezhen Municipal Bureau of Culture Radio Television
Press Publication and Tourism, Jingdezhen Ceramic Culture
Tourism Group

Main contractor: China Construction First Group Corporation
Limited, Huajiang Construction CO., LTD of China Construction
First Group
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