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ZHU PEI

Xiaozuo Island Art and Music Center

Quanzhou, Fujian, China
DESIGN: 2022-25

CONSTRUCTION: 2025-26
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View from west

Bird's eye view of scenic lighthouse

CONCEPT

This is a cultural gathering space on the
coastline, where music, nature, and art con-
verge. The site was once a seafood purchas-
ing and sales station established on the
Xiaozuo Peninsula at the easternmost end of
Quanzhou in the 1950s. The stone masonry
buildings were plain, simple and rough. The
blood relationship between people, the
ocean and labor is vividly and directly
anchored in this site. New buildings are
reconstructed in the gaps of some of the old
buildings that have been left behind. The
architecture becomes a resonant space
between humanity and the sea again, a place
born from the ocean's natural environment.

PROGRAMS

The newly added buildings include a small
concert hall, a cafe, a tearoom, and an art
shop. The old building has been transformed
into an art/history exhibition hall, a function
room, a music studio, and four artist studios.
Together, they surround the core area of the
site—a sunken space that consists of a scenic
lighthouse and an amphitheater.

SPATIAL FORM

The spatial form of the amphitheater merges
marine generative logic with natural geo-
metric order and the construction form of
the vaulted structure. It resembles a conch
shell, which is not only a generator of natu-
ral sound, but also creates a natural space
form for the amphitheater.

MATERIALS

The primary material for new buildings is
locally sourced red brick, echoing regional
construction traditions and evoking a sense
of place and material memory. The old build-
ing retains the rubble stone exterior wall,
and uses a new wooden structure to reshape
the roof that has collapsed over time. Bricks,
stones, wood, and concrete are rewoven in
the alternating spaces of old and new build-
ings, giving modernity in the context of
regional construction culture.

VISION

A spiritual habitat for listening to nature,
engaging in art, and reflecting on life. Archi-
tectural art and musical art blend seamlessly
in such a place, realizing the ideal of the
same origin of people, architecture and
music.
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Site plan S=1:3000

Architects: Studio Zhu Pei—Zhu Pei, prin-
cipal-in-charge; Liu Yi'an, Wang Jung,
Zhang Shun, Liu Ling, Wang Yiru,

Liu Xinwen, Qiu Penglai, Sun Kaiwen,
Hou Yuging, project team

Consultant: The Design Institute of Land-
scape €&t Architecture China Academy of
Art Co. Ltd., structural/mechanical; Studio
Zhu Pei, landscape

Program: concert hall, amphitheater,
scenic lighthouse, cafe, tearoom, art/
history exhibition hall, art shop, artist

View from amphitheater to lighthouse

studio, function room, music studio,
office

Structural system: concrete frame shear
wall with vaulted brick roof (concert hall/
cafe), concrete shear wall with timber
roof truss (reconstruction of old build-
ings); masonry arch shell (amphitheater);
concrete shear wall (scenic lighthouse)
Major materials: brick, concrete, wood
Site area: 8,781.00 m?

Building area: 4,263.35 m?

Total floor area: 6,300.10 m?
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Music square and amphitheater
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AMPHITHEATER
SCENIC LIGHTHOUSE
CAFE

ART SHOP

ART EXHIBITION HALL
HISTORY EXHIBITION HALL
CONCERT HALL
ARTIST STUDIO
MUSIC STUDIO
FUNCTION ROOM
TEAROOM
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Above: ground floor S=1:2000
Below: concert hall

Corridor in concert hall
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South elevation S=1:500
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Section S=1:500
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