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ABSTRACT Located between Cangshan Mountain
and Erhai Lake in Dali, the Yang Liping Performing
Arts Center, designed by Studio Zhu-Pei, is an
ecological theater to present Yang Liping's
performing arts. Referencing the horizon of Dali
landscape and departing from the local natural
environment and climate conditions, through
constructing site texture, involving local materials
and operating forms such as weaving, the architect
achieves the topology and crisscross of the building's
interior-exterior spaces, translating and representing
the unique landscape features and daily-life scenes

of Dali. Zhu Pei's design work welcomes "birds to

build nests and wind to pass through", in response

to its original intention with "the Use of Uselessness".
This paper interprets how Zhu Pei develops the
design practice of "Natural Architecture" discourse
in the design of Yang Liping Performing Arts
Center, and further indicates contemporary Chinese
architects' reflection on their own creation with the
help of the discourse as a tool.
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1. Southeast aerial view

2. Cangshan Mountain, Old Town, the Performing Arts Center
3. Cave and nest diagrams

4.5. Zhu Pei's sketches
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