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121488 View the corridor from the courtyard on the second floor

F A O5#F The main entrance and the bridge
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CHIEF ARCHITECT
ZHU Pei

DESIGN TEAM

YOU Changchen, Shuhei Nakamura,
DU Yang, LIU Ling, WU Zhigang,
YANG Shengchen, DING Xinyue,

KE Jun, WU Zhenhe, DU Yao

LANDSCAPE & INTERIOR DESIGN
Studio Zhu-Pei,

The Design Institute of Landscape &
Architecture, China Academy of Art
STRUCTURAL & MEP CONSULTANT

BIAD-JOHN Martin International
Architectural Design Co., Ltd.

CONSTRUCTION COMPANY
Shengwo Construction Co., Ltd.

2016.5-2019.7

PHOTOGRAPHY
SU Shengliang (Schran Image)

SITE AREA ancient bridges, a stroll through the old town, and an gallery, a culture center, a library, and an archive. So

45,315 m exploration of the ancient relics can offer boundless called “cultural and art centers” are nothing new in

GROSS FL?OR AREA inspiration. Activities offered by the mountains, the China. Many were built from the 1950s to the 1970s ; =

30,010 m waters, the city, and its people all contribute towards under the influence of the former Soviet Union. But |

DESIGN PERIOD a unique atmosphere. The city walls wrap tightly nowadays, they have been endowed with a range of |

2015-2016 | | o gy . |
around the chaotic, scattered, and diverse buildings new possibilities. The appeal is to create an urban E

CONSTRUCTION PERIOD of the city, creating a sudden change in the way -

Shou County is located in the center of Anhui prov-
ince, on the south bank of the Huai River. In ancient
times, it was the home of the Chu culture and where
LIU An, King of Huainan, edited a compendium of
ancient Chinese philosophy and composed poetry.
The old town of Shou County is roughly square in
shape and surrounded by walls made of rammed
earth, with the outward-facing sides covered in tiles
atop an elevated stone foundation. The entire wall is
slightly inclined inwards to allow the stone layers at
the bottom to sit firmly in place. To the southeast of
the city lies the city moat; to the north, the Fei River;
to the west, Shouxi Lake, while the Bagong Moun-
tains can be seen in the distance. A walk across the

we experience the environment once the threshold
IS passed.

The buildings within the city are constructed in
the style of a courtyard that differs both from those
from northern China, and the Huizhou houses in

southern Anhui. These vertical courtyard houses are ty. The earliest sketches clearly show that multiple |
complete with narrow streets, small windows, and courtyards of different sizes are placed in a rela- lil‘ !
solid walls that resist the cold during the winter and tively enclosed, rectangular block, connected by —
the heat during the hot summer, a typical weath- a winding, undulating public walkway, which is a ! 6
erproofing feature of southern Chinese courtyard public loop under the shade and protected from |
building. The typology of the buildings in the old the rain. Each program of the building has two or |
-

i & i il
S LAl
LLY £ \-

Ok PRI TG DeaT

town of Shou County strongly reflects the charac-
teristics of the region’s climate, as well as the local
culture and way of life.

The Shou County Culture and Art Center was
built in a new city about 2 km southeast of the old
town, on what used to be an empty, flat farmland
with a lack of landscape. The surrounding area has
been covered with many generic, tall new buildings.
These buildings fail to reflect the local climate and
have nothing to do with local culture. The blandness
of the project site resembles a blank piece of paper
to me, which offers the potential to be filled with a
multitude of creative disruptions.

The programs of this project are include an art

public space for cultural activities. The Culture and
Art Center aims to draw people in—to discover,
communicate, and stay—unlike a beautiful sculpture
that can only be viewed but not explored.

The first question that came to my mind was
how to investigate the cultural roots of Shou Coun-

EERR
E=SIT
DNRHEST
BB
RIT
R
figiikia)
K=

three inner courtyards. The front yard to the main
entrance of the building is quite extensive, forming

a public square that represents the “Tang Wu” (a
central room) of typical Shou County residences.
The backyard of the building resembles is the “back
garden” of local folk houses. The public loop guides
people over the bridge, across the moat and into the
building. Starting from the “front yard”, people can
wander the entire building of inner courtyards with-

out interrupting the continuity of the inner rooms.
Along the circular, protected corridor, visitors can
find themselves at times on the first floor or on the
second and third floors. The space is unpredictable,
and light and shadow continually shift to surprise
visitors, allowing them to feel the artistic spirit of
traditional Chinese architecture expressed by the
principles of “Hide, Breath, Cultivate, and Wander.”
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1 | .
2 Reception - — 3 |
3 Cafe - | -
4 Book shop |
5 Exhibition space | |
6 |
7 |
8
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Archives |
Storage room L. =

Classroom

|

Lecture room : i
10 Reading room | |
I

||

11 Multifunctional room
12 Multimedia room

13 Activity room

14 Studio

S Aerial view
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—E®EME First floor plan KT/ L 1 |
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