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Majiayao Ruins Observatory

Lintao, Gansu, China
DESIGN: 2020-21

CONSTRUCTION: 2021-22

A PROFOUND EXPERIMENTAL WORK OF
“ARCHITECTURE OF NATURE"

Majiayao ruins are located in Lintao County,
Gansu Province, at the intersection of Taohe
River and Its "tribﬁﬂga_ry Bamayu cam{on. It
belongs to the ancient settlement site from
Neolithic Age to Bronze Age. In 1924, Swed-
ish geologist ﬁ_sn_derseh di__scove['gd_-t_h_'e-Maji—
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ayao site on the west bank of Taohe River in
Lintao County. Along with the excavation of
a large number of painted pottery vessels, it
has been proved to be the most important
prehistoric civilization in the upper reaches
of the Yellow River in the late Neolithic
period, and is known asMajiayao Culture.
Mgjiayao Ruins Obsefvatory is located

on the top of Loess Plateau, about 60 m high
relative to Taohe River. To the east, Majiayao
overlook the Taohe River and the alluvial
plain between the Loess Plateau and Taohe
River; to the north, Majiayao overlook
Bamayu canyon and Majiayao “ruin sites.
When | stood on the top of Loess Plateau for

the first time, | was full of imagination. The

unique geological and climatic environment
of the western regions created a unique land
art in the world; thousands of gullies, like
Bamayu canyon, run across the east and
west, and resemble the uncanny workman-
ship of nature, scratching on the extensive
Loess Plateau, -accompanied by the water
rushing to the Taohe River. On the north
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bank of these gulhes there are many terraces_
back agamst mountains and facmg south.
and water. Majiayao site is located on such
typical terrace, which proves that our ances-
tors fully understood the natural, geological
and climatic conditions: took full account of
the sun location, built in the mountains
while lived in the water, and avoided thc
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Majiayao Ruins Observatory site plan S=1:3000 | Site location
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| ; Architects: Studio Zhu-Pei— B e e o e et | . ARSI | IR S
o Zhu Pei, principal-in-charge; T 2 SN A T
. Mauro Pagliaretti, Liu Yian, Xiao Tianzhi, Monci S
' Cong Xiaoyu, Zhangshun, project team .
'-":' Program: lobby, gallery, restaurant/cafe,
. office, tea/bookstore, video room, multi-
i function hall, design store, kitchen
: | Structural system: concrete
Major materials: concrete, rammed earth
g Site area: 15,797 m?
o 7Rl T Building area: 2,596.50 m?
Total floor area: 2,596.50 m?
/ Cost of construction: 21 million yuan
Ground floor S=1:2000 Sketches Sections S=1:1000

128 | | Zhu Pei [ Majiayao Ruins Observatory 129




FB L REEN) [BARSE] fFam
BERZBEMHISHBRABRIKRICHY, JEFD
> Cpad/\N LIEARDE R RICAIEL TH
2. EHEPHNIFARRFADIOTHENICESS
ROBEFEMO—BZEHDD, 1924FICAT1—
T UANDMBEZZTHDT7 > X—) DD
PR FE CIOEMERR Uic, BMELDFEH
HAEL, EBIC, BREXALELTHOND, 1A
2R IF L OE NN ERICH T DROEERITEL A
THHIEDEHEINTZ,

[ERZBEBRER ] (& JAKEIESHKE
COMDEICLDED2ELTERDEZICAET
%, BRZEHMSEAEICISKAIPELTSREN
ANCEREN/FFEFEE D, JLAICIE/NT LRA
PCEREWMPFOMLEN LD, PHTELSR
DIERICILDIZEFIC, FADTAD R IFRAL ARG T
WIS, FRERDIRFF AP RRIR
BICEOTHARTEM—DS U RT7 MK
NCTWD, N\TYLEEASDK DA FHD/NEEAD
DRIICTEY), ZDORRFISHARBIRDIZET
HEOINZEThD, EEFTHHRCELISRICE,
HANE DO TRNDIKDE DI aTEL TL\3,
INOSD/NEROILANICIE, ILEEICL, Eale
IKOFAUCE U D M <EFETD. BR
Z2EHIDKDOBRE B AL H (TR E LTV,
KEBOABDTCERBENTEY, KANDFY
T AZRERLEDHILUDFRICEDDN, BEARGD
WETB T TVBIEDDE, IhcBDEEHE
R 1, SUEORESEMZTHICIBREL TS
EDRENTUND,

CDERETA TN, FEICFEERDERIKED
FOBRADODHZORFHE, T ADEFOMEL
BT A ECimzEFEL TS, EHIC, Hiigo
B XA DI —Y ZR Y T FBDEZ Db
DEETHD. BREUTREAITEFLISIRIC
RIBDAENTNVD, N LERICEDNDOT
REHTUWDEITEHRISADIDICAEL, BFH
ZEDILRDPHEDFERZRT REDEOHE
ZRETUVBDEDIC, KEABICEDRBDOBE\H
FEDESNTUVD, CORTBEIFSRDES
ETATICHRARICEY), BEEBEDIEIF L
BEREE—HR LTS, ZDEREHCIE, &+
BEROFOEVIBGHEZRTEVVODEROSE
NTUWD, BNAIDICTHIEE, FIRDHSD

FEDNARCE T DEENNT ADEEDIRAT
N e B o Hb), ABEISFLRRICE T DEFOMEDRE
i e T WERED AL T 7—E 1T NB,

— Al

e NUIR L T e M

'k:i‘- PO T TR

Above: view terrace Above: model made by concrete

Middle: gallery. Looking view terrace Below: restaurant and cafe

Bottom: cave corridor
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