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798CUBE Art Museum, Beijing, China, 2020
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Client: Beijing Qixing Huadian Science
and Technology Co., Ltd.

Main Contractor: Handan Second
Building Institute Co., Ltd.
Architecture, Interior and Landscape
Design: Studio Zhu Pei

Design Principal: ZHU Pei

Design Team: Shuhei Nakamura, YOU
Changchen, ZHANG Shun, LIU Ling,
WANG Liyan, JIA Bin, DING Xinyue,
CHANG Jiang

Consultants

Structure: Reinforced concrete frame
structure

Structural and MEP: The Design
Institute of Landscape & Architecture
China Academy of Art

Lighting: Ning Field Lighting Design
Co:, Ltd.

Design Period: 2015.08-2016.08
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798CUBE Art Museum, a renovation
project, is located inside 798 Art Zone adjacent
to Pace Art Museum and Minsheng Museum of
Modern Art. These three projects are a series of
experimental works by Studio Zhu Pei on the
theme of industrial heritage in recent years.

The idea for the art museum begins
with a sensitive and in-depth observation of
surroundings of a specific area and the original
old industrial plants are retained as much
as possible. On this basis, new buildings are
injected to create a tension between the old and
the new, and to complement the surrounding
industrial buildings such as Pace Art Museum
and Minsheng Museum of Modern Art.

The design of the art museum traces the

texture of the original industrial heritage,
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adopts a series of cubes to shape the order
of the orthogonal geometry and reflects the
construction and planning logic of the 798 Art
Zone. It is particularly noteworthy that the
magically changeable central courtyard has been
transformed into a relatively enclosed central
courtyard with the help of a freestanding cast-in-
place concrete wall, which not only strengthens
its inward sense of domain, but also transforms
the original loading and unloading empty yard
enclosed by three sides of the factory into a
relatively closed central courtyard. A huge steel
beam sliding crane spans the concrete walls
from north to south. It can not only hang art
installations, but is also a mechanical traction
device, which opens canvas with natural

drooping, approximate inverted arch, and

Construction Period: 2017.04-2020.12
Gross Floor Area: 3541 m”

Site Area: 3321 m’

Photos: JIN Weiqi, ZHU Runzi, courtesy
of Studio Zhu Pei
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variable shape one by one. According to the
weather and the angle of sunlight, the canvas in
reverse arch can be opened and closed at will to
provide shading and protection from the rain.
It is a place for people to gather, a venue for the
opening ceremony and an outdoor exhibition.
The design concept again explores the
expressive power of column-free, horizontally
extended structural forms and tectonics. The two
new exhibition halls feature column-free, large-
span cast-in-situ concrete structures. One is the
inverted-arch curved beam that diffuses from

two adjacent arches to create a natural skylight

and echoes the inverted-arch shaped canvas
mechanical device in the central courtyard. The
other is the concrete multi-ribbed, large-span
beam structure. The multi-ribbed beam is thin
and high, highlighting the characteristics of
reinforced concrete structure and materials.
This museum design also captures the
material characteristics of industrial plants in
the 798 Art Zone, using cast-in-situ concrete and
red bricks as the main materials, highlighting
the construction characteristics of the joint and
transformation between structural forms and

the partition walls.[]
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